THINGS ANCIENT AND MODERN

I believe that if it were given a real " run for its
money " at some period in a boy's career he would
acquire more than under present conditions. Speak-
ing as a teacher of the classics, I would gladly let my
French colleague have as much time as he could use
at certain stages of the school life, if he would be
content with very little at other periods. I should
not entirely drop the classics at those times, nor do
I suggest that he should entirely drop French at
others: the relative proportions of hours now given
could be roughly maintained, but I think he would
do more with an occasional ten or twelve hours than
with his present steady average of three or four.

I know it will be said that boys forget: it is a fact
which no schoolmaster is likely to underrate: but it
is at least arguable that they forget most readily what
they learn least thoroughly, and such small experi-
ments as I have been able to make have strengthened
my conviction that along this road there is a possi-
bility of smoother travelling and quicker progress.

Another general reflection may be added: in all
language teaching two objects at least have to be
borne in mind, the acquisition of sound grammatical
knowledge and the study of the literature concerned*
I think it is certain that classical teachers in the past
have concentrated too much on the former of these
objects. I would not be understood to say a word in
disparagement of the importance of grammar:
" Latin without tears " is a beautiful aspiration, but
it is only in Cloud Cuckoo Land that it is so studied.